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Webster IS Dictionary defines colloquy as mutual discourse. Readers
ar e encouraged to submit add itions, corrections and comm ent s about
ea rlier articles appearing In Word Ways. Comments received at
l eas t seven l<1eeks przor to publicat ion of an Issue will appear
in that issue.
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Severa l re ade r s sugges ted ugl y words fo r Esp y ' s list. The editor's
daug hter Susa n rep o rted th a 1! OS T R I CH came to her in a dream
as an ugl y wor d. Philip Cohen sugg ested words similar to SLURB
and S LO BBER, and Peter Newby detested SPOKESPER SO N. Jeff Gl"ant
unl oaded GLI TCH , AARRGHH
( in OED Second Editi on) , AWFULLER,
CATGUT, PSYCHOBABBLE, VIVISECT, BUMF, WARTWORT, CANCER , GOD
DAMNEDEST, SC HMUCK, SCUMBAG, FAECES , AUSCHWITZ, UGLILY , YUKKY
and DUMMKOPF, and, like the editor, awarded the palm t o GO BBLE
DYGOOK .
In May 1990 Ch ris Cole presented word re co rd s based on Webster's
Third Unabridged . A more th oroug h survey o f thi s tome has result
ed in several improve ment s and add iti ons :
Longest palindromes: GOOG (for gag) , PEEWEEP (for pE'ep), SE MEMES
(for pep), DEVOVED (for bob), SEITlE S (for rotor), PEEWEEP- (for
ewe), and douhle-central-letter r ecords SUCCUS, DEGGED ,- HALLAH,
SAM MAS and TIPPIT
Longest words without e,et HUMUHUMUNUKUNUKUAPUAA S , eta COCC IDor D lOMYCOS IS, etai PHYL LOSPONDYLOUS, eta in CH LORO PH YL LOUS,
etains PR O MORPHOLOGY
Longe st
words
without
ab
HYDROXYDESOXYCORTICOSTERONE,
abcd
PHIL OP ROGENITlVEN ESS,
abcdefgh
SUP P OS lTITl OUS LY,
abcdefghijk
TU MUL TUOUSL Y ,
abcdefghijklm
NONSUPPORTS,
abcdefghiJ klmn STU 
POROUS, abcdefg hijklmn opq SUSURRUS , abcdefghijklmnopqrs TUTTY
Vowe l s : l ongest all-vowel IEIE, l ongest aeiou once ENTWICKLUNGS
ROMA N , l onges t aeiouy once VENTR ICU LOGRAPHY,
shortest aeiouy
once OXYUR 1 DAE,
shortes t
aeiou once
E ULOG I A,
l ongest vowels
in order ABSTENTIOU S
Longest un i vocalics:
T ATHAGAT AGAR BHAS, STR ENGTH LESSNESSES, I N
ST1NCTIV1STIC, LOXOPHODONT S , STRULDBRUGS, RHYTHMS
Alterna ting vowel-consonant: HYP OVITAMI NOSISES, excluding y ALUM
INOSILI C ATES
Longest one - consona nt word ASSESSEES, t wo-co n sonant SEN S UOUSNESS ES
Most different letters repe ated in word: dehimoprs P SEUDOHERM A
PHR ODIT1SM
Wo rd s h apes: narrow ER RO NEOUSNESSES , vertical symmetry HOMOT AX I A
T ypewr it er words: l onges t middle row SHAKA LSHAS, right hand HYPO
LIM NI ON , a lternatin g hand s LEUCOCYTOZOANS
Longes t in chem i cal symbo ls NoNRePReSeNTaTiONaLiSm
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State-name abbreviation words: CONVALLARIAS
Ted Clarke correctly notes that the list of -gry words in the OED
ca n be ma rked ly extended if one does not limit one se If to the bo l d
face entries (as was done in the November 1992 article). Others
can be found as italicized examples, or even in the quotations
themselves.
A sampling: Fl RE-ANGRY, DOG-HUNGRY , HEART-ANGRY,
and LAND-HUNGRY.
Jeff Grant adds CARBONEL, a French surname, as an A-transdeletion
of BARCELONA. He notes CAROL BEAN on the Pencarrow (New Zea
land) electoral rolls, and is searching for EARL BACON or CLARA
BONE. Susan Thorpe points out that BARCELONA nicely reverses
to the macaronic an ole crab. For female competitors in 1996 she
proposes an anagramma tic message:
Don't sin, lass, do take care, prepare well
Please keep world's records in Atlanta
Ted Clarke writes "[The use of computers in 10gologyJ is the root
cause of the differing views of Leonard Gordon and my compatriot,
Peter Newby. The former uses a computer while the latter appears
to disdain their use. I cannot really believe that he is such a
Luddite, although I recently had a letter, from the Crossword
Editor of a leading national newspaper, which stated his preference
for paper and pencil. I suspect that these attitudes are either
expressed with tongue in cheek, seeking (0 rile the addressee,
or to cover the embarrassment of appearing 'not to be with it'.
So far as I am concerned I welcome the challenge, in my 67th
year, of trying to get the most out of my remaining span by try
ing to keep up with technological progress. I have been an active
puzzlist for over 50 years and
have found immense pleasure
in trying to cajole the computer into displaying its capacity for
rattling through the drudgery of some puzzle-solving."
Jeff Grant adds AJ an adze (Dictionary of Jamaican English), SEJ
a wasting decay that comes on unseen, associated with a demon
(Encyc. of Religion and Ethics), REFFEJ Sussex variant of refuge
(EDD), and SKROWj va rian t of scrouge, to squeeze (EDD), as ad
ditions to Dan Tilque's J-terminated words.
Ted Clarke adds to Dave Morice's Reversal Definitions HORSE CHEST
NUT chestnut horse, OUTBALANCE balance out, WATER TABLE table
wa ter, CHEESE-HEAD head cheese.
The spelling gremlin was active in the November issue. Jeff Grant
notes various corrections: BACONER (not balconerl p 222, SUPPOSI
TORY ROT: I SOP PUS P 223, PIMPERLlMPIMP P 224, BROBDINGNAG
IAN p 225, THE/HOE/EEL word square p 242, FEMTOTERAKILOWATT
P 243. In the words of the OED - aarrghh!
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